[Female lung cancer].
One hundred and ninety one women were diagnosed with lung cancer at our hospital. This comprised 23.7% of all lung cancer cases. Smoking habits were significantly lower in female lung cancer. Adenocarcinoma is the most common histological type of female lung cancer (64.2%). The prognoses of asymptomatic cases detected by regular examination were significantly better than those of symptomatic cases. Among resectable cases of either adenocarcinoma or squamous cell carcinoma, there were no significant differences between the prognosis for women and that for men. However, the prognosis for nonresectable cases of adenocarcinoma in women was significantly better in the 2-year survival rate (30.8%) than the prognosis for such cases in men. Since the periphery type is the most common site of adenocarcinoma in women, educating women, especially those in the high-risk group, and persuading them to undergo regular examinations are important step to increasing early-stage detection and cure.